1Peter

Introduction
History claimed the author of the book to be Peter and was written sometime between A.D 60 and 65.
He was a professional fisherman, this was how he was able to provide for his family needs. There were times he experienced moments of doubts and faithlessness and eventually became a leader within the church after Jesus rose from the dead.
He had a wife and perhaps children to support. The scriptures said, “When Jesus came into Peter’s house, he saw Peter’s mother-in law lying in bed with a fever. He touched her hand, and the fever left her, and she got up and began to wait on him”. Matthew 8:14.
The call.
As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” At once they left their nets and followed him. Matt. 4:18-19
Jesus changed his name from “Peter” to “rock”, And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. Matt.16:18. Some interpreters especially the “Catholic Church” teaches that Jesus meant that Peter was the rock upon which the church would be built upon. Which we will discuss later when we get to that chapter.
His response to the call of Jesus showed his passionate and brave character, which he developed as a fisherman. He was fearless when it came to facing the challenges of the ocean waters, it did not matter how frightful the sea was, his courage enabled him to brave any storm. He was the kind of fellow one would like to go fishing with. When the other disciples was fearful to ask Jesus anything, he was not.
Peter always spoke up.
When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Matthew 16:13-16.
His humanity
Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on account of me, for it is written: “‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.” Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will.” “Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.”But Peter declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.” And all the other disciples said the same. Matthew 26:31-35
Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” But he replied, “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death.” Jesus answered, “I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny three times that you know me.” Luke 22:31-34.
It was written to encourage the believers who were persecuted for their faith. For if there was anyone who was in the position of giving encouragement to those who are being persecuted, it would be Peter. He was beaten, threatened, punished and jailed for preaching the gospel. He understood what it took to endure without harboring bitterness in his heart, without losing hope, and exercise great faith living in obedient, victorious lifestyle.
Sufferings
Peter was quite familiar with sufferings, beatings and placed in prison often for the sake of Christ. He witnessed many of his fellow servants went through the same, as many ran for their lives. Regardless of what he saw, it had no effect on his faith In Christ, his confidence remains steadfast in the Lord. His training as a fisherman made him a tough contender, he was not easily moved by circumstances of life.
Being a fisherman help to prepare Peter to become the kind of follower Jesus would need, because fishing for fish is quite different than becoming a fisher of men. Fish does try to fight back except to try to escape, but men are different.
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. Matthew 16:24.



Chapter one
1:1-2
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his blood: Grace and peace be yours in abundance.
This letter was written to encourage the saints who were part of the diaspora, who were scattered from their homeland, because of the the severe persecution they experienced, because of their faith. The believers sought place where they felt safe and could continue to live out their faith without being persecuted. 
Peter gave a listing of some of the cities where many of them went. [provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia
Sufferings for the gospel is not something new, and because history has a way of repeating itself, we believe as the church age is coming closer to what Jesus called the last days, we will see an increase of persecution against people for their faith in Christ.
The scripture declared: “Watch out that no one deceives you. For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will deceive many. You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning of birth pains.
“Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. Matthew 24:4-13.
The lord warns those who would follow him to be prepared for what is coming upon the church, therefore, as members of the body of Christ, suffering for our faith, should not be of any surprise, we should always be prepared because, the world will always be the enemy of the church.
Jesus said, If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also. They will treat you this way because of my name, for they do not know the one who sent me. John 15:18-21.
Christians in Nigeria face persecution and violence from various groups, including the jihadist group Boko Haram, who are targeting them as part of their aim to establish an Islamic state. Violence also stems from other sources, such as farmer-herder conflicts, which disproportionately affect Christian farmers in certain regions, and kidnapping, including of clergy. While both Muslims and Christians have been victims of political violence, reports indicate that a significant proportion of violence specifically targeting Christians on religious grounds occurs in specific regions of the country. 

1:3-5.
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.
The new birth experience is only possible by the Spirit of God, therefore; it is not possible for one who has experienced it to experience death, the human body will experience death one day, but because of the new birth experience, those who have been born again, will never experience death again. The body they will have will be like that of Jesus, who experienced death once, and will never again suffer the sting of death.
The Bible declares, Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil — and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. Hebrews 2 14:18.
While we live in this body, we will notice as we age, the changes that are taking place in our body. This same process take pace in our spiritual life, it will never fade or get stale, it will always remain fresh anew.
Since there has been so much confusion about the “new birth”, we need to explore this a little further. 

New Birth experience! What is it?
Jesus once had a conversation with a religious leader, named “Nicodemus”.  He approached Jesus with a compliment which could get to the had of some who cannot handle position of leadership.  because of how God uses in their ministry, but not so with Jesus. He told Jesus, Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.” John 3:2.
Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.” “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” John 3:3-8.
The ability to understand spiritual things can only happen when with the new birth experience. This experience is what allows one to become part of the family of believers. This is not a religious experience, but as Jesus explained it to this religious leader, flesh gives birth to flesh, Spirit gives birth to Spirit.
Looking at what Jesus said to this leader really confused him, because he knew what Jesus said was not possible. He asked the logical question, How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” Jn.3:4.
This what Jesus is speaking about is not “water baptism” as so many have taught in their churches, but Jesus made no reference to water baptism, he is speaking about the birthing experience.
The fact the Jesus said, a man must be “born again”  tells us, this person has to first experience a “natural birth”. Jesus said, Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying,
The natural birth happens when a man and woman come together intimately and produce a child, and after a while the woman gives birth to a human being. This process is considered the “natural birth experience”. Everybody who came into this world did so by coming through the birth canal.
The fact that Jesus did not say those who are born into this world will enter the kingdom of God. This means everyone now has the opportunity to experience another kind of birthing experience, which our parents have nothing to do with it.
Just as a natural birth is not possible without your mother and father, so it is with the spiritual birth. This is not possible without the spirit of God. Jesus said, Spirit gives birth to spirit. 
The natural man is considered a “trichotomous being”, which means he is composed of three distinct parts; body; soul and spirit.
Body is the house we live in until we die. When a person dies, the house he lived in goes back to where he came from. [Earth to earth, ashes to ashes dust to dust]
Soul encompasses the psychological faculties, which includes the intellect, emotions and the will.
Spirit;- this is what allows man to relate to his maker.
Everyone who has experienced the natural birth, will need to make a decision as to whether or not they want to experience the spiritual birth, which is necessary for man to escape the wrath of God simply because he belongs to the fallen race because of the sin of Adam, that God has labeled all mankind as sinners.
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 2Cor.5:17.
Repentance from sin and turning to God in Faith are requirements for the new birth. 
Water Baptism.
The ordinance of water baptism cannot provide the new birth. In fact water baptism is only beneficial to those who have already experience the new birth.
When John was about to baptize Jesus, He told Jesus, John. But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Matthew 3:15-17. Water baptism only benefits those who have experience the new birth. The water Jesus spoke about, is in reference to our natural birth, and not to water baptism
The new birth experience happens when one repents of their sin and receives Jesus as their Lord by faith, not by doing good works, it is strictly by faith. 
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith —and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. Eph.2:8-9.
The new birth experience is not something to take for granted, even as some of the older saints failed to recognize how valuable it is and they lost that which was most valuable to them just like Esau.
See to it that no one falls short of the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many. See that no one is sexually immoral, or is godless like Esau, who for a single meal sold his inheritance rights as the oldest son. Afterward, as you know, when he wanted to inherit this blessing, he was rejected. Even though he sought the blessing with tears, he could not change what he had done. Hebrews 12:15-17.
Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us be careful that none of you be found to have fallen short of it. For we also have had the good news proclaimed to us, just as they did; but the message they heard was of no value to them, because they did not share the faith of those who obeyed. Hebrews 4:1-2.
1:6-9
In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire —may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
Pater encourages the believers to endure, and not to give up is spite of the suffering they may be enduring. The Bible said. I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. Romans 8:18.
Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. James 1:2-3.
Everyone who carries the name of Christ must be put to a test to see if the faith we claimed to have is genuine, and the test allows growth in us as the apostle James declared.
This is where so many of our faith stands, although we have never seen him, yet we love him and place our trust in him. This is what encourages us to keep pressing on, regardless of all the difficulties we are experiencing, we continue to believe the report that comes from the Lord just like the saints who are recognized in the roll call of faith.
And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson and Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the prophets, who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions, quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. Women received back their dead, raised to life again. There were others who were tortured, refusing to be released so that they might gain an even better resurrection. Some faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were put to death by stoning; they were sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated— the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, living in caves and in holes in the ground.
These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised, since God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect. Hebrews. 11:32-40. Everyone of these people experience some form of suffering before they receive the promise.
Abraham, who is the father of those who are of the household of faith, laid the foundation for all who believe. The scriptures said, As it is written: “I have made you a father of many nations.” He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—the God who gives life to the dead and calls into being things that were not. Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just as it had been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” Romans 4:17-18.
If Abraham who is called the father of faith, went through a time of testing by the Lord, then it is obvious that children will also be tested. The test is design to test the genuine of the faith of each child. 
These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire —may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 1Peter 1:7.
 1:10-12.
Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that would follow. It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things.
Surely the Sovereign LORD does nothing, without revealing his plan, to his servants the prophets. Amos 3:7. 
Although the old prophets knew something was about to happen, and the one by whom it should happen, as they spent much time studying prophecy, trying desperately to understand the time and person the scriptures were referring to. This was not fully disclosed until the fullness of time had come.
The scriptures said, world. But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir. Gal.4:4-7.
Isaiah was one o those prophets who spoke about this over seven hundred before Christ appeared. 
Surely he took up our pain, and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the LORD has laid on him, the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. By oppression and judgment he was taken away. Yet who of his generation protested? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was punished. He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the LORD makes his life an offering for sin, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. After he has suffered, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. Isa.53:4-11.
The Bible also declared, not only did the prophets were trying to determine this salvation, but also the angels, but that information was hidden also from them. All of this is to show us how precious is this salvation God made available for mankind.



1:13-16.
Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming. As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”
The KJV said, “Gird up your loins”. Means to take courage from this display of God’s love now made known to you, even though trials may come, fortify your minds with the consideration that he who has given you his son, will withhold from you no good thing.  Adam Clarke Comm.
Peter and Paul is reminding the saints where to set their hopes. Paul told the saints in Corinth. “If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied” 1Cor.15:19. Peter is reminding them in spite of their suffering, they need to set their hope on the “grace” that will help them to persevere in spite of the persecution they may be facing.
Believers in this part of the world have not experienced the kin of suffering that those living in countries that are hostile to the gospel are facing, but the time is coming when we will see the prophecy that Jesus gave come to fruition, at that time believers will face the kind of persecution that will caused their faith to be tested.
Jesus said: “Watch out that no one deceives you. For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will deceive many. You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning of birth pains. “Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. Matt.24:4-13.
Believers lately have seemed to lost faith in God and and with the rise of AI and science, people are putting their trust in man’s wisdom than the Lord. The church today looks like a place of entertainment than a place where people gather for worship. People are looking for entertainment rather than an encounter with the Lord. 
Prayer seems to become a thing of the past, the gospel of Jesus Christ is not as appealing to the need of people as it once was, therefore, people are drawn to follow what is being offered by the world.
Peter is encouraging the saints not to sell out regarding the lifestyle the Lord requires of them, a lifestyle of Holiness.
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. Eph.1:3-4a.
Holy:- means separated or set apart, both in terms of God’s unique nature and for sacred purposes. It signifies moral purity, perfection and consecration to God. It means absolute purity and perfection, distinct from all of creation.
To demonstrate what it means to be holy, God first set apart the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to be a holy nation to demonstrate to the world what it meant to live holy and for God. He instituted the law to show what was right and wrong, as well as to institute rules to help keep people clean, saying, “For I am the Lord your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am holy. You shall not defile yourselves with any swarming thing that crawls on the ground” (Leviticus 11:44).
Of course, Jesus would later clarify that it is not what someone brings into their body that defiles them and makes them unrighteous, but what comes out of the mouth and the heart. Today, striving for holiness means having a relationship with God defined by obedience to His will and being shaped to have His character; “For God has not called us for impurity, but in holiness” (1 Thessalonians 4:7).
Paul told the saints in Corinth, Therefore, “Come out from them, and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you.” And, “I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” 2Cor.6:17-18 .
God also requires those who are part of his kingdom to be holy. Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord. See to it that no one falls short of the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many. Hebrews 12:14-15.
1:17-21.
Since you call on a Father who judges each person’s work impartially, live out your time as foreigners here in reverent fear. For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God.
He reminded them that one day they will stand before the judge of all man to give an account of how we use the time he gave us here on earth. There are some who believe when they die, that is the end, but that is not what the scriptures teach.
Poem by C T Stud. “Only one life”
Two little lines I heard one day, Traveling along life’s busy way;
Bringing conviction to my heart, And from my mind would not depart;
Only one life, ’twill soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last.
Only one life, yes only one, Soon will its fleeting hours be done;
Then, in ‘that day’ my Lord to meet, And stand before His Judgment seat;
Only one life,’ twill soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last.
Only one life, the still small voice, Gently pleads for a better choice
Bidding me selfish aims to leave, And to God’s holy will to cleave;
Only one life, ’twill soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last.
Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, Heb.9:27.
So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 2Cor.5:9-10.
Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. The earth and the heavens fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what they had done. Rev.20:11-13.
It really does not matter if people believe this will happen or not, the fact remains, each of us will give an account for the time he allotted us on this earth, therefore, as Paul told the saints, we make it our goal to please God” knowing our salvation was not cheap, it is most expensive,  it cost him his son’s life.
The reason for us to commune regularly with our brothers and sisters, is a reminder of the price that the Lord God paid for us to receive salvation, it was not cheap, therefore, regardless of what the various denomination teaches, the fact remains there is only one God, and one way to escape his wrath, and that is through his son Jesus Christ.  John 14;6.
1:22-25.
Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for each other, love one another deeply, from the heart. For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. For, “All people are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of the Lord endures forever.” And this is the word that was preached to you.
Our purification did not come about because we became part of some organization, even as some teaches, unless we follow their rules and regulations, we cannot be saved. We saw in our last study, what some of the Jewish brethren were teaching the Galatians brethren, they needed to be circumcised and follow the teachings of the law, for they to be truly saved.
Paul reminded these brethren whether they were circumcised or not, the most important thing is the new creation, as mentioned in his letter to the Corinthian brethren. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 2 Cor.5:17.
New Creation
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!. 2Cor.5:17.
 This experience of the new birth or new creation, does not simply happens because one is tired of sinning, or being a slave their old habits, and therefore, they decide to go to some kind of program where they can be rehabilitated, and after a period of time, they testify they a six months free or clean.
This new creation can only come by the Spirit of God, who does not cover over the old “sinful nature”, neither does he take your life from you, but he brings new life to the person.
The scriptures said, “Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God — children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. John 1:12-13.
This does not happen, because a person become part of some religious organization, such as our world acknowledges, keeping in mind what then bible said, You are the ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of others, but God knows your hearts. What people value highly is detestable in God’s sight. Luke 16:15.
Being religious does not produce the new birth; shaking the hands of the preacher does not produce the new birth; paying tithes does not guarantee the new birth. None of what we consider good works will be able to produce new birth. 
The bible called our good works “filthy rags”. All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away. Isa.64:6.
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith —and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. Eph.2:8-9.
Therefore, for one to experience this new birth, he must “receive Christ in his life” as the bible says, Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God — children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.
“Receive christ”
This process happens through the power of the gospel. For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed —a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.” Romans 1:16-17.
This gospel is the good news that God so love the world that he gave his only son, that those who believes in him shall not perish, but have everlasting life. John 3;16.
The message of the gospel is what causes men to believe in Christ, which in return brings salvation to man.
As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be put to shame.” For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile —the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” Romans 10:11-15
This means we hear the message, and believe what we have heard, and made the conscious decision to ask God for forgiveness and invite Jesus into our lives and determine to surrender the rest of our life to him, where he now becomes Lord and master, this is where God puts his Holy Spirit in us, and make us part of his new family.
For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Romans 8:14-16.
The purification that we need came about by our willing ness to walk in obedience to the Lord. For Jesus said, If you love me, keep my commands. John 14:15. It is clear that not the hearers of the word are saved, but those who do what it says.
Jesus also said, “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you”. John 15:12
Peter is stressing the very same command the Lord gave the disciples before he departed this life. He said, A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” John 13:34-35.
So much teaching about “love” and yet we see so little of it, not only among family members, but also among the people of God. Jesus had to demonstrate sincere love to us, by how God treated us. Since he stresses, we need to have “sincere love” for each other, it means there is a kind of love that is not sincere.
Paul also declared to the church in Rome, “Love must be sincere”. Rom.12:9. There must be no sign of hypocrisy in our love for each other. He went on to explain in greater measure what sincere love is.
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails. 1 Cor.13:4-8a.
Jesus in his teachings also declared sincere love, For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. John 3:16-17.  
Adding to what Paul described, Jesus is saying sincere love means “to Give” or “love is giving”. One simply cannot demonstrate sincere love without giving. This giving must come from the heart. The scriptures declared, For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what one does not have. 2 Cor.8:12. 
Also, But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Romans 5:8. These verses clearly show what sincere love really is.
For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.
Sometimes while facing persecution, we can forget the price that was paid for our salvation, and therefore, the sacrament and ordinance of communion is practice by followers of Christ as a reminder of the work and sacrifice that was done on our behalf. This practice is not to be taken lightly.
This is the reason why the scriptures remind us to examine our selves, lest we eat and drink judgement upon ourselves. 1 Cor.11:28.  Our frequency of doing this could have the appearance as a religious practice, therefore, careful consideration must be given to this practice whenever it is being done, seeing this new birth experience is not done by favoritism. 
He is reminding these brethren, the new birth is being done by the “living and enduring word”, which means from one generation to another, it continues on and on, and no one has to authority to amend or adjust it to suit their generation. 
The psalmist also said, Your word, LORD, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. Your faithfulness continues through all generations; you established the earth, and it endures. Your laws endure to this day, for all things serve you. Psalm 119:89-91.
Therefore, because there is no possibility that the “word of God” can ever change, It is futile to put our trust in man, when we have the opportunity to put something that is more stable. Man is not permanent here on earth, we have a limited amount of time here, neither is man almighty, we are limited in our ability to do anything. Although there are some who claimed that they do not believe in God, it really does not matter, because man is not invincible.
The scriptures declared, The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by human hands. And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. Acts 17:24-25. Therefore, man cannot live without God’s assistance.
Failure of acknowledgment of God in the life of a person, is really a one way ticket to hell, and this is not because God hates man, but by him sending his one and only son, to pay the price for man to be with him for all eternity is as much as he can do for us. For Jesus said,
Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge before my Father in heaven. But whoever disowns me before others, I will disown before my Father in heaven. Matthew 10:32-33. 
V. 24. For, “All people are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of the Lord endures forever.” And this is the word that was preached to you.
James said, Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.” Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.” As it is, you boast in your arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil. If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them. James 4:13-17.
The wisest man who ever lived said, “now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the duty of all mankind. For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil”.  Eccl.12:13-14.





Chapter two
2:1-3.
Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.
The bibles declared, “my people are destroyed for a lack of knowledge” Hos. 4: 6. It is the responsibility of pastors to teach God’s people the difference between right and wrong.               
They are to teach my people the difference between the holy and the common and show them how to distinguish between the unclean and the clean. Ezek.44:23.
Peter is seen encouraging these brethren, not to allow these traits of the flesh to control them, in-spite of what they may be facing. This is the reason why he stresses “you have sincere love for each other, love one another deeply, from the heart.
It is so easy for the flesh to raise its ugly head when facing certain challenges, especially when things seem to be going the opposite direction than we expected. 
He warned them to “get rid” of these traits, in other words, “crucify them”. Don’t make any room for them in their lives.
The write to the Hebrews said, Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Heb.12:1-2. 
Malice: - deep seated desire to harm or see others suffer; stemming from a heart of evil, and contrary to God’s love. It is described as hateful disposition, spite, ill-will that corrupts motives and relationships. It is the root of unrighteousness leading to destructive action. 
Deceit: - this is the intentional misleading or beguiling of others through falsehood and trickery, or hidden evil. Standing in opposition to God’s truth, and righteousness. Often involving self centered motives like gain or harm, which linked to deeper pride or envy.
Hypocrisy: - pretending to have virtues, beliefs, piety that one does not possess. Essentially being a play actor. One who performs religious acts for show, while their hearts are far from God.[ “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the door of the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those enter who are trying to.] Matt.23:13.
Envy: - condition of a sinful heart characterized by resentful unhappiness, or discontent with another person blessings, success or possessions, desiring what they have, wishing they did not have it. This stem from unbelief in God’s provision, which leads to bitterness, strife and destruction.
Slander of every kind: - maliciously speaking falsely to defame, belittle, or harm someone reputation. Often involving lies, gossip or back biting, stemming from a corrupt hearts and violating God’s command for truth and love. 
Peter seems to continue placing emphasis on the way we should be treating each other, and especially since we are now part of this new creation. 
When we study the teachings of Peter and Paul, there are many similarities between them, and this is because God wanted the same message to be given to both Jews and Gentiles. 

“Crave pure spiritual milk”
Peter is using the analogy of a mother who recently gave birth to a child, for just as the baby who is unable to tell the mother when he is hungry, but uses the only language he knows, and that is to cry, and will not stop until he is satisfy. 
He uses the same example to describe what we should hunger for. The mother knows the child will not benefit for solid food, therefore, she knows “pure milk” is what the child need. It is what will help strengthen the child, build his immune system, etc.
The “pure spiritual milk” Peter is referring to is the “unadulterated word of God”. As scriptures are being fulfilled right before our eyes, prophetic words from our lord, For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. Matt.24:24. 
There ares so many versions of bible coming out now, that people are more confused than ever, they do not know which is true from false. Some authors are criticizing the “authorized version” which is known a the “KJV”. 
This is all because the god of this world is pushing men into a state of confusion to doubt the existence of God. Peter encourages these disciples to crave “pure spiritual milk”.
The only way to do this is to know what God word is saying, we cannot just take what people are saying about the bible, neither running from church to church, eating from table to table.
The scriptures said, Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. Acts 17:11.
Bible study and prayer meeting has been the least attended services I have seen in almost every church. My former pastor from time would come up with different incentives to try to motivate people to come out, but while that would work for a brief moment, it did not last.
In the previous chapter, Peter is emphasizing “love” in spite of the sufferings the saints were experiencing, Paul also tried to emphasize “Love” also in his letter to the Corinthian people. 
Because of the new birth experience, he encouraged them to to let go off some old habits they had while they were still functioning in their old lifestyle. Habits that will interfere with their spiritual development, such as:
Malice: - means a deep-seated ill will, a desire to harm or inflict suffering on others, and a disposition to wickedness. It is a sin stems from a corrupted heart and stands in contrast to God’s love and righteousness.
Deceit: - means intentionally misleading or tricking someone, often through falsehoods, to gain an advantage or cause harm. This is considered a form of wickedness and sin, standing in opposition to God’s desire for truth and righteousness. 
Hypocrisy: - pretending to have religious or moral virtues that one does not possess or acting in a way that contradicts one’s true beliefs and values. It is essentially a form of deception where individuals put on a façade of righteousness while concealing their true intentions or character.
Envy: - means a deep seated resentment and sorrow at the good fortune or success of others. It is a sinful attitude that questions God’s goodness and implies that his blessings are not sufficient. It is often rooted in insecurity, pride, and a lack of contentment which can lead to bitterness, strife and sometimes even to violence 
Slander: - define as making false and damaging statements about someone with intent to harm their reputation. This is considered a serious sin, as it involves bearing false witness and reflects a corrupt heart and a lack of love for one another. Slander is closely linked to other harmful behaviors like gossip, deceit and malice.
These behaviors are like poison to one’s spiritual life and development, although we may not hear much preaching about these behaviors today, but they are very prevalent among believers to this very day. Peter is encouraging them to get rid of these behaviors and pursue habits that will enhance their spiritual growth.  
Peter was able to tell them what they needed to do to encourage growth. The example of a mother nurturing her child, is the perfect example he use to show them, just as a child need milk to help their physical bodies developed, so does every new believer need the “pure spiritual milk” .
The reference he made of pure spiritual milk, means the mother must protect the child from bad food that will harm her child. 
Follow up ministry or better named, “mentoring ministry” is so important for the believer’s development, that it is not to be taken lightly. The Lord gave Peter the command, “Feed my sheep” also “take care of my lambs” John 21:15-17.
When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. John 21:15-17 
When Peter received this command from Jesus, he may not have fully understand all that the responsibility he was about to take on entails, but later he did, after he received the baptism of the Holy Ghost, which made a huge difference in the way he treated those of the household of faith.
2:4-5.
As you come to him, the living Stone —rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to him— you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
Again, we see Peter reminding these saints of their position in Christ, that they cannot afford to allow the persecution they are experiencing to cause the to forget what they are called to do, and whoa they are to represent.
The current times we are living in, with all the changes taking place in the leadership administration, changes in the political arena, almost every area of society, major changes are taking place, every person has been affected, regardless of their status in society.
The scripture tells us, At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.” The words “once more” indicate the removing of what can be shaken —that is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken may remain. Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, Hebrews 12:26-28.
This shaking has touch everyone, saints and sinners alike, and some have allowed this to interfere with their ability to remain focus.  As spiritual leaders, we have a responsibility to keep reminding parishioners of what we are called to do. We are call to “offer spiritual sacrifices that are acceptable to God”, this can only be done through Jesus Christ and not by using our own righteousness.
The prophet Isaiah declared, All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away. Isaiah 64:6. 
If what we consider as “righteousness”, God turn his back on, because it is filth to him, then the only righteousness that God accepts, is what is presented to him through Jesus Christ. Jesus made it clear, “no man can come to the father, except through him” John 14:6.
Our society is filled with those who believe in doing their own righteous acts, God will be pleased with them, but Jesus, in his sermon on the mount said. Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ Matthew 7:21-23.
2:6-8
For in Scripture it says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, “The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” and, “A stone that causes people to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for.
Peter is reminding them of the prophecy from Isaiah. So, this is what the Sovereign LORD says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation; the one who relies on it will never be stricken with panic. Isa. 28:16.
Cornerstone: - serves as the first stone laid in a building’s foundation, acting as a reference point for all other stones to ensure alignment and structural integrity. A cornerstone serves as a critical element, bearing significant portion of the building’s weight and dictating the building orientation.
People regarding those Faith stumble because somebody decided to remove the corner stone that was laid by the Lord God, hence we have so many religious people who are building, but what they are building will not survive, because of the foundation they are building on.
The scriptures made it clear to those who believe on the cornerstone which was laid by the Lord, they will never be put to shame. The example Jesus gave in his conclusion of the sermon on the mount, tells us about the shame that will come upon those who reject the corner stone. Jesus said, what they have built will fall with a great crash,
Paul said, at the time of testing, their work will be burnt up by fire, because it could not with stand the test. 
Even the apostle Paul spoke about the importance of Jesus being the foundation. By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should build with care. For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each person’s work. If what has been built survives, the builder will receive a reward. If it is burned up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be saved—even though only as one escaping through the flames. 1Cor.3:10-15. 
The Lord Jesus made it very clear to his disciples, And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. Matt.16:18. This means that not even death has the power to stop the project of the church. 
It is very evident that the evil one is doing everything in his power to interfere with the mission of the church, and he is using people who “fail to believe”, to hinder what he wants to do. 
The scriptures declared, to those who believe, “this stone is precious”. It is precious because it is not the work of a man, but it is the Lord’s doing and marvelous in the eyes of man. Man would ask “how did he do it”, because in the natural , it would be impossible, but with God, nothing is impossible.
To the unbeliever, the rock has become a “stumbling block” and it is what makes them fall, because they fail to trust in him.
Peter understood what it means to trust in God. The scriptures said, when he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.” Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.” When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. Luke 5:4-6 
  When Jesus spoke about the church, he said “I will” build my church, which means he was the “architect and builder” (Heb. 11:10) and we are living stones that he decides where each stone should fit.
God decides, it is not man’s choice, it is God who choses where and when each stones go, although some may argue about where they are been placed, but the stone could never tell the builder where it should fit.
The analogy Paul uses regarding the church is the body. He claimed the body is made up with many members, 
Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free —and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many.
Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. If they were all one part, where would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, but one body.
The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the parts that lacked it, so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 1Cor.12:12-26.
Although Paul’s profession was a tent maker, but he was not speaking about a natural building when he spoke about “laying a foundation as a wise builder”. He was referring to the lives of the people he was speaking to.
Peter’s message about Jesus being the “living stone” made them aware the one they were serving is not dead, but alive. Yes, he died once for all eternity, and he will never experience death again, the same for those became living stones.
As “living stones”, the builder choses where each stone should go and support. The stones did not choose what position they should serve in.
Some believes the church belongs to them, and they can do what they want to some of these “living stones”. They forget the responsibility given by the master builder is to “feed my sheep and take care of my lambs” John 21:15-17.
These people are building their own church. They are not part of what the Lord is doing, even though they may have the appearance of what the Lord is doing, but their works speaks otherwise. 
The Lord has something to say to them Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ Matt.7:21-23.
Someone decided to move the corner store among believers today, we have decided to do not want to follow the guidelines set by the master builder. We put aside the instructions provided by the master, and decide, we will do our own thing, we will develop our own righteousness, and God has no choice but to accept what we offer him.
This is the same mentality that “Cain” had. He wanted God to accept what he wanted to give him, forgetting God is the master and he was the servant. This attitude is still true to this very day. 
The company has policy and procedures by which the company functions by. If an employee should violate any of them, there are severe consequences that follows that employee disobedience.
It is the very same in the kingdom of God. This is why Peter said, Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, “The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” and, “A stone that causes people to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for. 1Peter 2:7-8.
Jesus told the Pharisees, “you study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life”. John 5:39-40.
2:9-10.
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
Chosen people: - 1Peter 1:2;  we were hand picked by God for a special covenant, responsibility, and mission, rather than some superior status. Choosiness is interpreted as a duty to serve God and mankind, it is not a sign that you are better than others.  Eph.2:8-9
Royal priesthood: - priests serve as spiritual leaders, guiding communities through prayer, teaching, preachings administering sacraments etc. For the lips of a priest ought to preserve knowledge, because he is the messenger of the LORD Almighty and people seek instruction from his mouth. Mal.2:7. Hebrews 5:1-4.
Holy nation: - 1Thess.3:13; Eph.1:4. As living stones, our very life styles shows that although we are in the world, we are not part of this world. We represent another kingdom, hence, we are called not to love the world, nor the things of this world. 1John 2:15-17.
God’s special possession: - Deut.7:6. As Moses led the people out of Egypt. He is instructing them about God’s plan for their lives. Today as followers of Christ, we are considered as chosen, valued, and treasured people set apart for His purposes.
Realizing your identity is paramount in the way you live your life. To be able to fulfill the purpose God placed you on this earth for, guarding your name is very important.
So many people are living their lives without purpose, they chose to believe who society say they are, instead of believing who God said they are. 
Satan tried to deceive Jesus, by tempting him about his identity. He challenged Jesus regarding him knowing who He was. The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” Matthew 4:3. 
This temptation was not about Jesus being hungry, but it was about Jesus’s identity. This temptation is the same he used on our forefathers, and he was successful, but Jesus defeated him, for Jesus knew who he was.
Even when he questioned the disciples regarding who he was, he was not so concerned about what people thought of him, but what his followers thought of him. “Thou art the Christ, the son of the living God”. Matt. 16:16. 
For Jesus to say, Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. Matt.16:17. This tells us it is impossible for one to really know who Jesus is without divine revelation.
Here Peter is reminding these brethren who flee because of the severe persecution they were facing, to remember who they were “in Christ” 
2:11-12.
Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul. Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.
It is so easy for us to forget our mission as representatives of another kingdom, this is because we are part of the fallen creation of mankind. The sinful nature of us is always at war against our new nature. This is because of what we are familiar with from the time we were born. 
The psalmist said, “surely, I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me” Ps.51:5. This is what the apostle Paul wrote about to the church in Rome. me. For I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. Rom.7:18.
The severity of this internal battle could easily cause us to forget who we represent and the kingdom we agree from. We must remember we are part of the new creation, the old is gone and the new has come. 2Cor.5:17.
The words of the Old Hymn, written by Jim Reeves, says,
This world is not my home, I'm just a passing through
My treasures are laid up somewhere beyond the blue;
The angels beckon me from heaven's open door,
And I can't feel at home in this world anymore.
Chorus:
O Lord, you know I have no friend like you,
If heaven's not my home, then Lord what will I do?
The angels beckon me from heaven's open door,
And I can't feel at home in this world anymore. 
2 They're all expecting me, and that's one thing I know,
My Savior pardoned me and now I onward go;
I know He'll take me thro' tho' I am weak and poor,
And I can't feel at home in this world anymore.
The scriptures said, Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. Col.3:1-3.
Regardless of the severe persecution those are brethren were experiencing, Peter encouraged them not to lose sight of the one they are called to serve. He encourages them not to give in to those sinful desires that are Trying to drag them back into their old lifestyle. 
The scriptures said, when tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. James 1:13-15.
Also, So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want. Gal.5:16-17.
But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. 1Timothy 6:11.
Society today have little respect for spiritual leaders, because we have let them down. A recent study has shown where the public have placed their trust, and in the line up, spiritual leadership ranks number 8. People place confidence in the fire department and police than spiritual leaders.
Maintaining your integrity is of utmost importance to those who are part of the body of Christ, because the accuser of the brethren is always looking for an opportunity to taint the integrity of the saints, therefore, the scriptures encourages us, “Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand” Eph.6:13.
2:13-15
Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to the emperor, as the supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish people.
Submit: - hupotassō, meaning to arrange under, or to yield to authority. It signifies a voluntary arrangement, often in a military context, of placing oneself under another, not merely passive obedience but an active, willful subordination. 
The human nature will want to rebel when facing persecution, and especially if the person being persecuted believes they were treated unfairly, and because of the society we are in today where there is so much racism and discrimination, we must be very careful, because the enemy is always looking for an opportunity to bring an accusation against us.
The psalmist prayed, Set a guard over my mouth, LORD; keep watch over the door of my lips. Do not let my heart be drawn to what is evil, so that I take part in wicked deeds, along with those who are evildoers; do not let me eat their delicacies. Psalm 141:3-4.
The scriptures said, the unruliest member among all the parts in our body is the tongue. James 4:5-6. It is full of deadly poison, therefore, we must be careful not to join with society in speaking ill of our leaders, but as the scripture declared, I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people— for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 1Tim. 2:1-3.
The lawlessness in our society is what makes it challenging for us as believers, especially when leaders support laws that encourage behavior that are not beneficial for anyone. For example, one leaders was asked by a child for the definition of a woman, and as I listened to the answer this woman gave, I thought, how on earth that this is a women, but she cannot give this child the definition of who she is.
This becomes challenging for us as children of God, because we refuse to call right wrong, and wrong right, and yet for us who will take a stand against what society says, we are considered as the enemy.
When laws are implemented that oppose what the word of God has to say, we as children of God, must be willing to take a stand, regardless of the cost.
There are too many Christians who has surface faith. As long as everything is going well with them, they love God and the church, but when they are faced with some persecution, they are like those seeds that fell on the rock that Jesus spoke about in the parable about the various kind of soil.
I am not teaching rebellion, but although we are commanded to submit to every human authority, this is as long as it is designed to help our society.
The apostles commanded not to preach that gospel of the resurrection or they will be punished by the authorities. Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John replied, “Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen to you, or to him? You be the judges! As for us, we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.” After further threats they let them go. They could not decide how to punish them, because all the people were praising God for what had happened. Acts.4:18-21  
But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.” 1Peter 4:14.
Jesus prepared us for troublesome times ahead, therefore believers should not be surprised when persecution or suffering comes because of our faith in God. 
 2:16-17.
Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as God’s slaves. Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of believers, fear God, honor the emperor.
The apostle Paul in his letter to the saints in Corinth, said almost the same thing, I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not everything is beneficial. “I have the right to do anything”—but I will not be mastered by anything. 1Cor.6:12.
Although the apostles remain in Jerusalem, the rest of the disciples ran for safety because of persecution that came upon them because of the gospel, but that did not prevent them from sharing the gospel, wherever they went, the hand of God working on their behalf with miracles, signs and wonders. 
They were encouraged to use wisdom in their behavior, especially when dealing with the authorities. Although they were being used by God powerfully, that did not give them the right to be disrespectful to the governing authorities.
Authority without responsibility will bring dishonor to everyone. This is why although some may be gifted, but they lack wisdom, they are block from being able to progress, even though they may be talented. 
Just as he used the analogy of the mother with a child, he moves to use another analogy a slave with their master.
When this word is used, there is a sense of “taboo”, when ever certain culture hear that word.  It is unfortunate that slavery was around for a very long time, even before Jesus's time. 
Paul explained in greater detail slavery, Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey —whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? Romans 6:16.
As we were before experiencing the new birth, we were obedient slaves to “sin”
But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your allegiance. You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness. Romans 6:17-18.
Jesus said, In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. Matt.5:16. 
Peter is reminding them, not to allow the freedom they are experiencing to get to their head, but to show respect for everyone, and especially those in authority.
As believers, we are to learn to respect [honor, value, esteem] everyone. Rom.12:7; 13:7. We are commanded to love the family of believers. John 13:35. We are to live with the fear of God,[does not mean terror] but reverence that leads to obedience 1Peter1:17. Honor the king. The respect or honor due to all, especially to be given to those whom God elevated into the position of authority. 1Peter 2:13, Rom. 13:1.
2:20-21.
For it is commendable if someone bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because they are conscious of God. But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God.
The consequence for doing wrong is not commendable, although our judicial system gives the appearance of favoritism, and prejudice, because of the system that is at work, but in God’s court, there is no such thing. 
While in our local court, one can hire an attorney who has the ability to use flattery to help the perpetrator of a crime get a mild sentence, but in the heaven’s court, there is no attorney who can help the perpetrator.
Peter let them know when one is punished for doing good, God is pleased.  Jesus said, Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. Matt.5:10-12.
I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. Romans 8:18.
2:21-25.
To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” For “you were like sheep going astray,” but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

The writer to the Hebrews said, Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. Heb.12.1-3.
We may not be experiencing the severe persecution those brethren experienced in their times, but that does not mean we have escaped. 
The Lord told us what will happen to believers in the last days, he said, For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now—and never to be equaled again. “If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened. At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah!’ or, ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. See, I have told you ahead of time. Matt.24:21-25.  
But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with such people. They are the kind who worm their way into homes and gain control over gullible women, who are loaded down with sins and are swayed by all kinds of evil desires, always learning but never able to come to a knowledge of the truth. Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so also these teachers oppose the truth. They are men of depraved minds, who, as far as the faith is concerned, are rejected. But they will not get very far because, as in the case of those men, their folly will be clear to everyone. 2Timothy 3:1-9.

Chapter three
3:1-6.
Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives, when they see the purity and reverence of your lives. Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as elaborate hairstyles and the wearing of gold jewelry or fine clothes. Rather, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight. For this is the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God used to adorn themselves. They submitted themselves to their own husbands, like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her lord. You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not give way to fear.
Peter now shifted from the governing authorities to the order for the home. He recognizes God is one who loves all things to be done decently and in order. God who has established this unit in society called the family knows if he did not set order within this unit, everyone would do what seem right is their own eyes which will result in chaos.
Earlier in his teachings, Peter reminded them that Jesus being “the cornerstone”. He is reminding them that Jesus is the cornerstone of the foundation of every sector of society. There are some who believes, Jesus is the cornerstone for the church, but as it is written in the scriptures, The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, Col.1:15-19.
The family institution is under severe attack because families have decided to move away from the instruction God provided, and decided to do go their own way, and as it is written, there is a way that seems right to a man, but the end always leads to death. Proverbs 16:25.
Some of the ones we have voted for, who made promises to help us strengthen this unit, are all agents of Satan. They have another agenda, and are been heavily supported by those who do not have any interest in the well-being of the family. These are the ones the prophet Isaiah talk about, 
Woe to those who make unjust laws, to those who issue oppressive decrees, to deprive the poor of their rights and withhold justice from the oppressed of my people, making widows their prey and robbing the fatherless. Isa.10:1-2.
Wives' behavior
This chapter, Peter shifted his focus to the family unit, as he addresses this area of “submission”. Submission must be first be toward the Lord God, before it can be toward man. For if man do not fear or respect God, neither will they respect man.
This level of respect must be demonstrated by the parents, before the children can demonstrate it. For if the children notice mother and father are being disrespectful to each other, this will cause them to have little respect for the Lord. 
I'd rather see a sermon than hear one any day; 
I'd rather one should walk with me than merely tell the way. 
The eye's a better pupil and more willing than the ear, 
Fine counsel is confusing, but example's always clear; 
And the best of all the preachers are the men who live their creeds, 
For to see good put in action is what everybody needs.
I soon can learn to do it if you'll let me see it done; 
I can watch your hands in action, but your tongue too fast may run. 
And the lecture you deliver may be very wise and true, 
But I'd rather get my lessons by observing what you do; 
For I might misunderstand you and the high advice you give, 
But there's no misunderstanding how you act and how you live.
When I see a deed of kindness, I am eager to be kind. 
When a weaker brother stumbles and a strong man stays behind 
Just to see if he can help him, then the wish grows strong in me 
To become as big and thoughtful as I know that friend to be. 
And all travelers can witness that the best of guides today 
Is not the one who tells them, but the one who shows the way.
One good man teaches many, men believe what they behold; 
One deed of kindness noticed is worth forty that are told. 
Who stands with men of honor learns to hold his honor dear, 
For right living speaks a language which to every one is clear. 
Though an able speaker charms me with his eloquence, I say, 
I'd rather see a sermon than to hear one, any day. Written by Edgar Guest
Paul address this issues on submission to the brethren in Ephesus. He said “submit to each other out of reverence for Christ”. Eph.5:21. We can see that the same concerns Paul had with the saints, Peter is also address the same issue, perhaps because of the rebelliousness in our society.
Submit?  (Greek:-hupotasso) defines as voluntarily arranging oneself under authority, acting out of love for God rather than fear, or forced inferiority. It is relational orderly principle, not a sign of weakness, it involves respecting leadership, fostering cooperation, and yielding one’s will to God and in specific contexts to others. 
Parents are the first educators in the life of a child, and we are commanded by the Lord to “train” up the child in the way he should go, so that when they are grown, they will not depart from it”. Parents do this by precepts and by example.
Someone said, more are caught than taught, which means children catch more by what we do than by what we tell them.
Peter begins this chapter by speaking to the wives about “submission”. Because of all the domestic violence in our world today, women are rising up saying, I will not settle to be your punching bag any longer, also, there are laws in place to protect women from abusive relationships.
  Biblical definition of “submission” is define as voluntary, loving and humble act of arranging oneself under authority as a reflection of trust in God’s divine order. This is not a sign of inferiority, weakness, or forced obedience, but rather a cooperative, purposeful and often mutual act of service. 
Paul said it best in his letter to the saints in Ephesus. “ submit to one another out of reverence for Christ” Eph.5:21.
Wives.
Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord. Eph.5:22.
His instructions to the wives of believers should be quite different than that of the unbeliever. Today, it is difficult to tell the difference between the saved and the unsaved, because the way the unsaved behave seem to be more appealing than that of the saved.
He told them, that they should develop their inner beauty rather than being overly conscious about their outer appearance, for that is how they will be able to win over their husbands, using their inner beauty rather than their outer appearance.
Purity: - freedom from anything that contaminates; quality of being faultless, uncompromising, or unadulterated. It is a means to communicate holiness and perfection.
Reverence: -  having an attitude of deep respect, awe, and love toward God, stemming from an acknowledgement of His holiness, authority and majesty, which is often described as “the fear of the Lord”
Gentle:- having a mild, tender or kind disposition, often described as “gentle strength” – power under control, not weakness or timidity, but a humble reliance on God, seen in patient, so passionate and restrained behavior, especially when correcting others. 
Quiet: - state of inner tranquility, trust, and peace rather than just the absence of noise. It signifies a calm, undisturbed-able soul that rests in God.
These are some of the traits Peter is recommending the wives of the saints should develop, he even told them that God is please with those who have these traits in them.
Husbands
Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers.
Considerate: - actively thinking of, valuing and prioritizing the needs and feelings of others above your self. Reflecting a Christlike love and humility. This is characterized by gentleness, mercy, and humility.
The apostle Paul also encouraged husbands as to how to treat their wives.” Eph. 5:26-32
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed and care for their body, just as Christ does the church— for we are members of his body. “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.”
Failing to adhere to these teachings, will prevent prayers from being answered, this is because God is relational, and he will; do what ever he has to do to reconcile man back to him. When prayers are not being answered, it is not because God is tricking us, he want man to believe that he is able to supply all of man’s needs.
Sin is what prevent God from answering our prayer. The scriptures said, “if I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me” Psalm 66:18. KJV. Bu, “ if I confess my sin, he is faithful and just to forgive us and cleanse us from all un-righteousness” 1John 1:9.
Therefore, these instructions provided by the apostles are to help us live lives pleasing to God. The scriptures declared, All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 2Timothy 3:16-17.
The scriptures also declared, Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and mother”—which is the first commandment with a promise— “so that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.” Eph.6:1-3.
Suffering for doing good
3:8-9.
Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and humble. Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing.
Peter lists five key elements that characterize the lives of believers.
1. Harmony: - perusing the same goals
2. Sympathy: -being responsive to the needs of others
3. Love: - seeing and treating others as brothers and sisters.
4. Compassionate: - being affectionately sensitive and caring.
5. Humility: - being willing to encourage each other and rejoice with each other success.
These qualities go a long way in helping believers serve the Living God faithfully.
 It is so easy for us to want revenge toward those who hurt us. We want them to pay for what they did, but as believes, we operate quite different from the children of us from the world.
It is written, Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. Romans 12:17-21. 
Jesus said, “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you” Matt. 5:11-12.  
The psalmist wrote, “whoever would love life and see good days, must keep their tongue from evil, and their lips from deceitful speech. They must turn from evil and do good; they must seek peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” Psalm 34:12-16.

3:13-14
Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.”
 The days we are living in are very evil, therefore, the possibility of getting hurt is greater today than ever. People who have tried to help others have been killed, some raped and murdered, some had valuables stolen from their home, some even had their children badly hurt. 
Because of the spirit of lawlessness and disrespect in society, churches are exercising wisdom in trying to protect their congregation.
The scriptures said, “Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold”. Matt.24:12. Although this is true today, this should not discouraged us as people of God from looking for that opportunity to do good.
The scriptures said, Be very careful, then, how you live —not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. Eph.5:15-16.
Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. Matt.5:11-12.
3:15-16.
But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Revere: -to have deep, abiding respect, honor, and awe for God.often equated with “the fear of the Lord”, adoration for God’s majesty and holiness.
Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.
We are to have the same attitude as that of Christ especially when questioned about our faith, for too many believers find themselves in foolish agreements because of their lack of knowledge in the scriptures.
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 2Tim.3:16-17.
 The scriptures declared, Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. Phil. 2:3-4.
This is the primary reason why saints should take advantage of bible study, so they can be knowledgeable of the Holy Scriptures. The scriptures said, my people are destroyed from lack of knowledge. “Because you have rejected knowledge, I also reject you as my priests; because you have ignored the law of your God also will ignore your children. Mal.4:6.
3.17-18
For it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit.
People in general don’t like to experience suffering, because it brings a sense of discomfort. There are different kinds of suffering that a person may experience. The kind that comes with loose in general, but there is another kind of suffering one may need to go through because of their plight against society.
The kind these disciples were experiencing, Peter is letting them know it is not in vain. The scriptures said, “Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. Romans 5:3-5			
Paul also said, I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. Rom.8:18.
Sufferings were not designed to destroy us, but it is there to get rid of all the impurities and imperfection that was a form of hinderance. Those things kept us from getting to the place of maturity.
James said, Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. James 1:2-4.
The prophet Isaiah said, “Although the Lord gives you the bread of adversity and the water of affliction, your teachers will be hidden no more; with your own eyes you will see them. Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, “This is the way; walk in it.” Isa.30:20-21.
The righteous person may have many troubles, but the LORD delivers him from them all; Psalm 34:19.
3:18-22.
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. After being made alive, he went and made proclamation to the imprisoned spirits — to those who were disobedient long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand —with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.
What Christ experienced was not in van, he experienced it because God was not able to find anyone on earth who was fit to go through what he went through. 
During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with fervent cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him Heb.5:7-9.										
Peter reminds them about Noah, who spent 120 years build the Ark, begging people to turn away from their wickedness because the judgement of God was about to come, but the people refused to believe, and because d of their unbelief, many perish. 
The scriptures said, “For many are called, but few are chosen” Matt.22:14. Only eight people escape the wrath of God. Jesus even said, as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. Matt.24:37.
He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. After being made alive, he went and made proclamation to the imprisoned spirits — to those who were disobedient long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built.
While Jesus physical body experienced death, (separation of body from the Spirit) his spirit was ministering to those who were refused to accept the message, they chose to disobey God and therefore suffered the consequences.

God’s Judgement could not come until the Ark was completed. The scriptures said, “Then Abraham approached him and said: “Will you sweep away the righteous with the wicked? What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will you really sweep it away and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in it? Far be it from you to do such a thing —to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?”  Gen.18:25-25.

																	CHAPTER FOUR			
4:1-2.
Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same attitude, because whoever suffers in the body is done with sin. As a result, they do not live the rest of their earthly lives for evil human desires, but rather for the will of God.
He instructs the believers to have the same kind of mindset like that which Jesus had. The writer to the Hebrews said, Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. Heb.12:1-3. 
The prophet Isaiah declared, He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. Isa.53:7.
Jesus displayed such a humbled spirit even towards those who persecuted him, even as he hung on the cross, looking at those who mock him, abuse him, stabbed him, and he cried out to his father, “father forgive them, for they know not what they are doing”
Love is what kept him on that cross, even when the soldiers came to arrest him, one of his disciples cut off the ear of a person, Jesus put the ear back in place, and told the disciple, he did not need him to fight for him, he had authority to call for twelve legion of Angels to fight on his behalf. your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him, “for all who draw the sw. Do y
Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him, “for all who draw the sword will die by the sword. Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels? But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?” Matt.26:52-56.
This is the kind of attitude believers should have even in the face of persecution, for with this attitude, believers will be encouraged to persevere, even in the face of severe persecution.
Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it. What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self? Whoever is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. Luke 9:22-26.
4:3-5
For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do—living in Debauchery, (wild living, reckless, unrestrained behavior which leads to moral corruption)
 Lust (illicit desire for something forbidden, often associated with sexual immorality, but extending to greed and selfish appetite)
 Drunkenness ( state of intoxication from excessive consumption of alcohol)
Orgies. ( excessive indulgence in sensual pleasures, drunken revelry and licentious, riotous partying.
 Carousing. ( wild excessive partying, loud, uncontrolled behavior, typically involving drunkenness and moral laxity. 
Detestable idolatry. ( worship of false gods, images, or any created thing, money, power, self etc.
They are surprised that you do not join them in their reckless, wild living, and they heap abuse on you. But they will have to give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.
This will be common among those whose group we once belong, and even if we should try to keep quiet wile among them, the Holy Spirit within us will make us uncomfortable, and if we should try to hide our faith, our very speech will give us away.The scriptures said, Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 2Cor.5:17. 
The things we once took pleasure in, are of no interest to us, our interest has now been shifted to do things that are right, we now find there is no joy in those things we once enjoyed. 
Therefore, our old buddies, will begin to heap abuse on us, calling us all sort of names, and they will even try to draw us back into our old lifestyle.
Our desires now is to fellowship with those who has the same interest, interested in godly things, attending church, prayer meeting, bible study, witnessing, serving others. We now find our selves fellowshipping with a different group of people, they may not be perfect, but they seem to enjoy the same things that are of interest to me.
4. 5-6
But they will have to give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. For this is the reason the gospel was preached even to those who are now dead, so that they might be judged according to human standards in regard to the body, but live according to God in regard to the spirit.
He encourages the saints not to become easily deceived by their influence, because one day they will also stand before the judge of all mankind to give an account. 
Today there are so many who are trying desperately to cause believers to turn away form their faith, will will lead them into a state of apostasy, but believers must have the same attitude as their master, who stood firm against all the deception of the enemy.
4. 7.
The end of all things is near. Therefore, be alert and of sober mind so that you may pray.
When peter wrote this letter, he warns them that the end is near. Truly from the time Christ came to the earth, that was the beginning of the end, therefore, between that time until Christ returns, these days are considered the last days, even though we do not know within the timeline where we are in history, but from prophesy, we seem to be closer to the end than we may think.
For Jesus to say, as “it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be”. What our eyes are seeing today, our parents have never seen. 
But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with such people. They are the kind who worm their way into homes and gain control over gullible women, who are loaded down with sins and are swayed by all kinds of evil desires, always learning but never able to come to a knowledge of the truth. Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so also these teachers oppose the truth. They are men of depraved minds, who, as far as the faith is concerned, are rejected. But they will not get very far because, as in the case of those men, their folly will be clear to everyone. 2Timothy 3:1-9
Alert: - state of spiritual wakefulness, vigilance, and readiness. Prepared for spiritual dangers, temptations and the return of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Sober mind:- this word goes beyond mere abstinence from alcohol or drugs. It is a spiritual and mental state characterized by clarity, self control, sound judgement, and alert vigilance.
With all the distractions people of God are facing, it has become more and more difficult for them to stay focus, especially when it comes time to pray, especially if one desires to be faithful in prayer as recommended by the apostle Paul in his letter to the church in Rome.  He said, be joyful in hope, patient in affiliation, faithful in prayer. Romans 12:12.
 When it comes to prayer, one must keep in mind, there are real enemies that are doing everything they can, to keep one from being faithful in this area of prayer.  Peter is reminding these brethren, that prayer must intentional, it cannot be sporadic, especial if faithfulness is required. He said, “be alert and of sober mind so that you may pray”
Paul warned the saints in Phillipi, ”Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus”. Phil. 4:6-7.
Perhaps it was the reason that Jesus would rise very early in the morning, and remove himself to a solitary place, where he can pray” Mark 1:35.
Jesus even said, “when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. Matt.6:5-6.
There were times when Jesus would be worth the crowd praying and ministering to them, but he often times would pull away, to meet with the father. This let us know, that some of the most powerful times in prayer, is when we are all alone with him, where he has our undivided attention.
We encouraged saints to get together with other saints for prayer, because we believe two are better than one, and a threefold cord is not quickly broken. Eccl.4:12. Jesus even said, Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them. Matt.18:19-20.
Jesus invited three of his disciples to accompany him as he went to the mount of Olives to pray. He told them to watch within him while he prayed, but the men fell asleep while Jesus prayed. He returned and found them asleep, and rebuked them. Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Couldn’t you men keep watch with me for one hour?” he asked Peter. “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
Jesus did not want those fellows to protect him, he just wanted them to help him pray through. He knew what he was about to faced, it was the fiercest battle he was about the engaged in, even during his prayer, he cried to his father, “My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.” Matt. 26:42.
From the human stand point, there are times when we need the prayers of others to help us, b it also there are times, when only you can pray for the kind of need in your life.
4:8-11
A. Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 
B. Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 
C. Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, 
D. so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.
Both Peter and Paul seem to bring the same messages to their audience. The message is to do unto others as you would like them to do for you.  
4:12-13
Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice in as much as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.
If there was ever a disciple of Christ who experienced severe suffering, it was Peter. History said, he was martyred for Christ. He died by being sawed in two pieces.
As he writes this letter, he is reminded of Jesus sermon on the mount. “Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you” Matt.5:10-12 
The society today believes they should not have to experience any kind of suffering. As soon as they face some kind of trial, they believe the Devil is beating them up, but God allows all of his children to face some form of trial from time to time.
The prophet Isaiah said, Although the Lord gives you the bread of adversity and the water of affliction, your teachers will be hidden no more; with your own eyes you will see them. Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, “This is the way; walk in it.” Isa.30:20-21.
The scriptures also declared, I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. Romans 8:18. 
Instead of asking why am I going through this suffering, we should ask the Lord to show us what he want us to learn from that experience. 
Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. James 1:2-4.


4:14-16
If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name.
I thought of John the Baptist who spoke up against what king Herod had done. He took his brother’s wife, and because John told him that was wrong, he held a grudge against John, also his wife hated John.
She un-alived John because John told her what she did was wrong in God’s eyes. She ordered his death, because she did not want to hear the truth. This is the same today, Charlie Kirk lost his life, because he spoke the truth, Martin Luther lost his life because he spoke the truth, and there have been many others who stood up for the truth lost their lives, but they did not care.
The writer to the Hebrews gave the record of many witnesses who spoke out against the injustice in society, and they suffered for it.
The prophet Isaiah said, “If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all.’” Isa. 7:9.
The righteous person may have many troubles, but the LORD delivers him from them all; he protects all his bones, not one of them will be broken. Psalm 34:19-20.
Our Lord warn us about persecution that will come upon those who believe, he said, Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning of birth pains. “Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. Matthew 24:7-13. 
4:17-19
For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s household; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? And, “If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good.
Judgement: - (Kree’no) to distinguish, decide, by implication, to try, condemn, punish: - avenge, conclude, decree, determine, esteem, judge.
This judgement is not for the purpose of condemnation, but more for the purpose of purification, or refine suffering for the believers, this is being done through persecution. It is meant for to conform believers into the image of Christ.
The apostle James helps us understand this. He wrote, Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. James 1:2-4.
It is very safe to say we are all a work in progress. The old song said, “please be patient with me, for God is not finish with me yet”. Some may believe they have arrived, but we know that the moment we arrived, the Lord will call us home.
The scriptures said, “so we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it. For we must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body whether good or bad. 2 Cor.5:9-10.
Those of us who has been summon to go to court to answer for wrongs that have been done, knows what it feel like as the trial date approaches. We are hoping the judge will be lenient toward us, and give us a light sentence or even dismiss the charges.
Well my brethren, Peter reminds us that we are living in the time of God’s judgement, therefore, as He decides how and when each of us time comes, we should not be surprise or complain and be angry at God. He is only doing what is best for us.
The prophet Isaiah wrote, Although the Lord gives you the bread of adversity and the water of affliction, your teachers will be hidden no more; with your own eyes you will see them. Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, “This is the way; walk in it.” Isa.30:20-21.






Chapter five
5:1-4.
To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings who also will share in the glory to be revealed: Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over them—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away.
 Peter shifted his focus toward those who are called into spiritual leadership. As he was about to address them, he had to share a little of his bio with them. Some times position prevent leaders from hearing from others, unless the have a little knowledge of the speaker’s reputation. He let them know he was a fellow elder. He was acquainted with their responsibilities; he was also an eye witness of  Christ’s suffering; also he is also looking forward to share in the glory that is to come. 
Paul encouraged the saints in Rome. I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. Romans 8:18.
Peter seem to remember one of the last instructions Jesus gave him before he returned to his position where he was before the creation of this world. The shief shepherd said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. John 21:15-17.
He is reminding these elders of one of the responsibilities of a shepherd is to truly be a shepherd, and shepherds always have the smell of sheep on them, because of the care they have for the ones they care for.
The psalmist gave us a little example of what a shepherd does in psalm 23. “The Lord is my shepherd I shall not be in want”. 
Peter warns them the flock is not theirs, they belong to the chief shepherd, and they, like Peter, were given the shared responsibility af caring for the flock in their care. 

Paul did the same thing as he his ministry was about to conclude. He said to the elders, God. Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. Acts 20:28-29.
Be sure you know the condition of your flocks, give careful attention to your herds; Prov. 27:23 
I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. John 10:11-13
Shepherd: - is a guardian who protect, feeds, guides and cares for the flock of sheep. Serving as a prominent metaphor for divine care for spiritual leadership. God is depicted as the shepherd of Israel, while Jesus identifies as the “Good shepherd” who lay down his life for the sheep. 
Characteristics of a shepherd.
Courage, compassionate, sacrifice, provision, guidance protection and knowledge of their flock. Leading them to safety, finding the lost one, defending against threats, and nurturing their individuals needs, often exemplified by laying down their life for the sheep.
The psalmist declared, “the Lord is my Shepherd”. The Lord God truly demonstrates the true traits of a shepherd, that the scriptures even said, “thy rod and they staff, they comfort me”. 
The rod is used for two purposes, (1) it is used as a weapon against any enemy that tries to attack the sheep (2) it is used to discipline those sheep that are rebellious and defiance. 
The staff is used for two purposes also. (1) it is used to provide guidance for the sheep, to lead them in safe pathways. (2) it is also used to rescue the sheep that is in a very difficult position that the shepherd is unable to reach by hand only.
Not only shepherds have responsibilities, but the sheep also have responsibilities, the sheep are responsible to follow the leading of the shepherd. 
“not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away”
Perhaps the reason for people to be turned away from the church, is because some who have the appearance of a shepherd are no more than wolves in sheep clothing. They are what Jesus describe in his teachings as “hired hand”. They care very little for the flock, they see the flock as their means for “financial gain” and not as an opportunity to be a servant of the Lord in his field.
I realized there are great financial obligation shepherd has in order to properly care for the flock. This requires finances even as we are about to undertake some heavy financial  responsibilities, 
As a leadership, we are seeking ways of how to go about this vision the Lord has given to us. There are some who have done this before, and we are having conversations worth them, seeking their help. We are getting ready to launch a “capital campaign”, of of which we are praying about, seeking God’s wisdom in how to go about this, because we are very cautious in going about this.
We are requesting your prayers, as you have helped us in the past, but if it is one time we desperately need you my Destiny family, is now. I believe now is the time for us to undergo this project. “Catch the vision, join the work” is what we will name this campaign. 
I am requesting your help in this vision, remember we are all in this together, and even as Peter said, “we will all share in the glory which is to be revealed”.
5:5-6
In the same way, you who are younger, submit yourselves to your elders. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, “God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.”
He is encouraging the younger ones who have the desire to be in leadership, as to how to conduct themselves.
Paul said to Timothy, “you then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others”. 2Tim.2:1-2.
The eys of shepherds as always looking for those who has that calling on them. The office of the shepherd is not one that many are willing to undertake because it is not the glorious position even as some my think. 
Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. Mark 8:34. This may be hard for some to undertake, but this is what is required to truly be a disciple.
Submit: - (hupotaso) means voluntary yielding to the authority, will, or guidance of another person. It is rooted in love and humility rather than fear. It signifies arranging oneself under God’s order, serving others, and trusting in divine authority. It is a voluntary act, not a sign of inferiority.
Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because they keep watch over you as those who must give an account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no benefit to you. Heb.13:17.
This ability to submit to your leaders, depends totally on the confidence you have in their ability to lead you and your family. 
To this day, there are those who attend churches, and have little confidence in those that lead them, and that can be a problem for other spiritual leaders. Shepherds must guard against this problem, because the flesh can easily get in the way, and cause a shepherd to be abusive, forgetting he is the under-shepherd, must give an account for the flock, even if a member of the flock is not under his care.
Paul said this about Timothy. I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, that I also may be cheered when I receive news about you. I have no one else like him, who will show genuine concern for your welfare. For everyone looks out for their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. But you know that Timothy has proved himself, because as a son with his father he has served with me in the work of the gospel. Phi.2;19-22.
Paul eyes was in Timothy while he was serving under Paul’s ministry. Sometimes finding your Timothy can be difficult, because people have their own motives, they appear to have genuine concern for the folk, but that is not their interest. They are looking for the right moment when they can strike, and this is why Jesus at times would only allow Peter, James and John to be with him.
He was looking to see what was in these men who were following him. He was not just looking at what they did, but why they did what they were doing. From time to time, the scriptures would say, Jesus knew what was in their heart.
Jesus questioned them at one time, “who do you say that I am? He wanted the to know he knew more about them than they think he knew. The same goes for people today who are in the church.


This is why Paul warn the elders, I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. So be on your guard! Acts 20:29-31a.
5:6
Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.
Humility: defines as having a modest, non-arrogant mind set, as seen in Eph.4:2; Phil. 2:3. (Vine’s Dict).  “lowliness of mind, or humbleness of mind”. It signifies a modest, unpretentious attitude that is not focused on self-exaltation, often. Contrasted with pride.
This is one of God’s expectations for every man. He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God? Micah 6:8.
5:7
Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 
Anxiety: - state of apprehension, fear, or uneasiness regarding impending danger, misfortune, or uncertain future event. It is often accompanied by physical symptoms or stress, such as a rapid heartbeat, sweating, muscle tension  and or shallow breathing.
This is defined as a heavy burden of worry, fear, or distraction, often stemming from a lack of trust in God’s providence, the realities of a broken within world or inward focused concerns. It is seen as a normal human struggle, yet a spiritual challenge that distracts from God and should be addressed through prayer, trust, and resting in God’s peace.
When God put the man together, he intentionally left out the ability for the man to worry. God knew how worry can seriously destroy man’s ability to handle stress, therefore, he said, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God”. Phil.4:6.
Even our Lord told his disciples at the conclusion of his sermon on the mount. So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. Matt.6:31-32.


The scriptures said, Commit your way to the LORD. trust in him and he will do this: He will make your righteous reward shine like the dawn, your vindication like the noonday sun. Psalm 37:5-6

5:8.
Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that the family of believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings.
Alert: - (gregoreuo) means “to watch” as being vigilant” awake, and mentally prepared, particularly regarding spiritual dangers and prayer. It emphasizes active, continuous readiness rather than passive awareness.
Sober mind: -(sophron) demotes having a sound mind, self control, and moderate judgement, rather than just abstinence from alcohol. It signifies a disciplined calm, and prudent state of mind. Often contrasting with emotional excess or lack of self restraint.
The christian life is one of constant battles because of we are strangers and pilgrims on this earth, and the enemies of Christ hates all those who belong to Christ, and he will do whatever he needs to do to accomplish his goal, and that is to steal, kill and destroy. (John 10:10)
Therefore, Peter who understand what Christ went through, knows that believers must be prepared for warfare all the time. Warfare should not surprise any believer. 
The scriptures declared, Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Eph.6:10-12.
This is just like any country that has any involvement in war, their soldiers must be properly trained so that they will not be caught unprepared. We are commanded to resist these enemies, and they will flee from us.
The Lord taught us to also pray, “lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one”. Jesus knows how clever the evil one is, therefore, we should not be naïve to believe that because we are saved, the enemy will automatically leave us alone.  
 Salvation prepares us for battle, because we have made a decision to turn away from following the kingdom of this world, and to become a follower of the kingdom of God, therefore, spiritual battles should not surprise any believer.


5:10.
And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.
From every test comes a testimony, although there is no scripture that support this phrase, but there is so much truth in it. It seems that God allows every believer to go though some kind of testing, to see if their faith is genuine as they claimed.
The record of Job’s life helps us understand a little of the mind of God. Sometimes, it is not because we have sinned, that we have been tested. God want to see where our heart really is. So many have turn away from following the Lord while they are going through their test, but as the scriptures said, only those who endure to the end shall be saved.
The scriptures declared, I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. Romans 8:18.
Peter assures these disciples to hang in there, in spite of what challenges they are facing for the kingdom of heaven, the pay off will be wonderful. 
Although the enemy tried to beat them down, destroy their faith, weaken their ability to trust God. In the end, God will restore to them all that the enemy has stolen. God will make them strong again, so that they will be able to stand firm and steadfast. 
5:12-13.
With the help of Silas, whom I regard as a faithful brother, I have written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it. She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you her greetings, and so does my son Mark. Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ. 
Silas was selected to deliver this letter from the council in Jerusalem to to saints in Antioch. Acts 15:22. He was also one of Paul’s companions on his missionary journeys. Acts 15;30, he also ministered with Timothy in Corinth. 2Cor.1:15. He was a credible brother, one whom Peter had high respect for that he called him a “faithful brother”.
Sometimes it is difficult to find faithful people, especially when it comes to working for the kingdom of God, this is because people have their own agenda, promoting their own interest, and not those of the kingdom.
The scriptures said, Many claim to have unfailing love, but a faithful person who can find?  Prov.20:6. 
You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others. 2Tim.2:1-2.
Both Peter and Paul saw in Silas something that many lack, and this can cause some animosity among members of the body, but we must guard against the work of the enemy to sow division among us.
“She” is not referring to a person, but the church, the body of Christ, the bride of Christ.
“Mark” who was also known as “John mark” was also well known among those believers, and was recognized as one of the leaders in the church. Col.4:10.
Peter wrote this letter before Emperor Nero began persecuting the believers in Rome and throughout the empire. This is the same Peter who one denied knowing Christ three times in fear for his safety, we see him standing firm and encouraging others to do the same for Christ.


 



